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Reflections and Challenges

Every Rotary year is an important year, but 
this one is special, as we celebrate our 35th 
anniversary. Our grateful thanks go to the 
Rotary Club of Canberra East for sponsoring 
us back in 1969.

When I realised that this milestone would be 
achieved, I was determined that we celebrate 
it. Because celebrating such events gives us a 
chance to reflect on the past as well as to be 
challenged for the future. To reflect on what 
has been and to determine whether what we 
have been able to achieve has any lasting and 
real value. To imagine the future and to initiate steps now, taking all the 
preparations we can, so whatever the future brings, there is a creative and 
flexible foundation on which it can build.

So welcome to this special occasion. My thanks to all those who have 
worked so well to make this celebration possible, especially the History 
Committee who accepted the task of preparing this printed glimpse at the 
past 35 years. And a special welcome to those former members, presidents 
and spouses, who have travelled, some over long distances, to be with us 
for this event. Your presence enriches this celebration.

Being a Rotarian now is different to what it was 35 years ago. I know 
it is different from 1972 when I was first inducted as a member of 
the Rotary Club of Wendouree (Vic.). There are now many new and 
challenging demands placed on us that were not so back then. And the 
local communities of which we continue to be a part, are in the main, now 
well established rather than new and developing. But as past Rotarians 
shaped their Rotary life accordingly, so must we. We need to listen to our 
communities with new ears so we may hear the current vibrations and 
respond to them in life affirming ways. There is still much we need to do as 
a Rotary club as we seek to ‘lend a hand’ in and with our communities. 

Thank you all for giving me the privilege of being president of this club - 
the Rotary Club of Canberra-Woden Inc. - this anniversary year.

Rex Hunt
President 2003/2004

steps now taking all the
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The Background Of The Rotary Club 
of Canberra-Woden Inc.

The Mission Statement of the Club, adopted in 1993, is as follows: 

Canberra-Woden Rotary Club is a group associated in fellowship to achieve the maximum                             

development of the service ethic.  The practical manifestation of this will be in assistance to:

      i.  A carefully selected range of projects involving youth and     

 community services targeted primarily to the Woden Valley, and

 ii. World Understanding and Peace through other selected Rotary    

 projects.

• We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people and their stewardship of the land on 
which we meet as a Rotary Club.

• The Club takes its name from the Woden Valley suburban development which 
commenced in 1963. The area was originally purchased in 1837 for rural pur-
poses by Dr James Murray. Besides being a medico, he was a classical scholar 
and it is thought he named his property after the Scandinavian god “Woden”.

• The Club’s original territory had been ceded by Canberra Rotary Club, and 
covered the Woden Valley and Weston Creek.  Sponsored by Canberra East Ro-
tary Club, our Club received its charter from RI in 1969. We are a member club 
of District 9710 of Rotary International. Our Web site address is:   http:\\www.
rotarnet.com.au/users/9/97109/   We are an incorporated body under the ACT As-
sociations Incorporation Act 1991

• In 1974 we sponsored the Canberra South Rotary Club, and ceded the south-
ern part of our Club territory to it.  Later another Club, Canberra Weston Creek, 
was also established in the area.  Since that time, Club territorial arrangements 
have been altered, and Rotary Clubs in the Canberra area are now free to recruit 
members from anywhere in the capital
.
• Our Club emblem reflects the ancient Scandinavian God Woden or Odin, 
the supreme God and Alfadur (All-Father).  He drew wisdom from the well of 
the Giant Mimir.  He had two ravens called Hugin and Munin (Thought and 
Memory) who flew forth every day and returned at night to tell him what they 
had seen, so contributing to his wisdom. The name of our weekly bulletin, the 
Raven, refers to this story.

• The Canberra-Woden Inner Wheel Club was formed shortly after the 
Rotary Club, on the initiative of Shirley Cleverly.  The first Inner Wheel Club 
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in the region, it met first in February 1970 and was chartered in May.  It is 
in District A56 of the world organisation of over 100,000 members, whose 
motto is “Service through friendship”.  Intended as a social organisation for 
Rotarians’ spouses (then called Rotaryannes) and close female relatives, it 
was an important force in bringing together wives who rarely met outside 
Rotary functions and so forging an active and progressive group.  Inner 
Wheelers have also long been involved with the community in such fields 
as the delivery of Meals on Wheels, the Child Foster Plan and Rotary 
Adventure in Citizenship.  Rotary and Inner Wheel have enjoyed many 
social occasions together.  Joint community activities have included social 
visits to groups such as geriatric patients and people at Dr Barnardo’s 
Homes.  From the Rotarians’ viewpoint, a specially appreciated activity 
since 1987 has been the provision of sandwiches and help in staffing the 
gates and parking at the annual Canberra Show. 

35 Years of Service

When the Rotary Club of Canberra – Woden was founded in 1969, Canberra 
was experiencing a period of exceptional growth. The development of Inner 
Canberra was well advanced, with  most housing construction completed 
and Lake Burley Griffin filled. The previously rural Woden Valley was 
experiencing large scale suburban construction, and the development of a 
town centre, schools and a public hospital for Woden residents was well 
under way.

As the yearly reports which follow demonstrate, the Club has  adjusted well 
to the changes which have impacted on it over the past 35 years in Canberra, 
the Woden Valley, and the world generally. Who would have thought in 1969 
that the Woden Valley Hospital, to which we have given support in various 
ways, would evolve into Canberra’s main hospital? Similarly our founders 
would not have envisaged that the Club would become a major contributor 
of funds for the elimination of polio in the third world, or that it would be 
involved in a  Rotary Adventure of Citizenship which brings year 11 students 
annually from across Australia to the National Capital. The Club has also 
changed as new members, including many women, have joined, eager to 
keep alive the vision of our founding members. Fund-raising has been a 
constant challenge.
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Fellowship has been at the heart of the Club’s success. A high standard of 
meeting has been a feature throughout, with outstanding humorous sergeants 
and speaker program organisers. The latter have been following the lead set 
by Bill Greene in the Club’s first 9 years when many leading Australians, 
including Ken Rosewell, Sir John Gorton and Bob Hawke, were our guest 
speakers. Sergeant Adrian Pilton proved that he had the largest collection of 
Irish jokes in Canberra, while the late Don Murray acquired the distinction 
of being the only sergeant who lost the two-up coins in the light fittings 
above, when he tossed them up! Members have enjoyed a special fellowship 
experience each February at the gates of the Canberra Show, or in the car 
parks, and many significant Canberra citizens have joined us in fellowship as 
Honorary Members.

The Club has helped out in the community. Some of that help has been in 
the form of grants of money. Brindabella Gardens Hostel, Open Family, and 
Project Saul were given major support in their formative years. Rotarians got 
their hands dirty on many occasions, including with the painting of house 
numbers on kerbs, and the erection of a barbecue at Clarrie Hermes Park in 
Hughes. Young Canberrans have been sponsored to many events, including 
the National Science Forum and the RYPEN/RYLA seminars. The Arthur 
Holder and Stuart Garnsey  Awards have recognised the achievements of 
high school/college students, while many people working quietly in the 
community have been recognised with the Bruce Drake Community Service 
Award.

An award celebrating our founding President, George Paulus, recognises 
those who have made important contributions to the community through 
their vocations. The award has found its way to many including: the Cardiac 
Surgical Unit, at Canberra Hospital;  George Tomlins, for his contribution 
to the planning of Canberra; and the National Museum of Australia, for the 
initiation of a guiding program at Old Parliament House in the early 1990s.

The Club’s support for Rotary’s objectives internationally has resulted in  50 
people being recognised as Paul Harris Fellows thereby contributing much 
needed funds to the Rotary Foundation. Numerous international programs 
have been pursued, including FAIM, where significant projects have been 
pursued by Club members on the ground in PNG and Thailand. Books 
and spectacles have been sent overseas. The Club has sponsored many 
young people on Global Youth Exchanges, GSE teams and Ambassadorial 
Scholarship programs, while members have benefited greatly through hosting 
of visitors to our District on Rotary Foundation programs. 

We hope your appetite is whetted! We invite you to review what each of the 
Presidents have had to say about those 35 years of service. 
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Year ONE 1969/70 - President George Paulus.
 At Charter Night there were 23 

members, but by year’s end this had increased 

to 36; 21 new members were inducted whilst 

8 resigned and 3 scored 100% attendance. The 

Club scored 100% attendance for February and 

an average of 90% for the whole year. The Club 

was rated 3rd most efficient in District 270. 

Projects included: 

 • building a play house for Dr    

    Barnardo’s Home 

 • construction of building    

    blocks for Malkara School. 

 • supporting construction of water wells in PNG

 • 50% membership Rotary Foundation

 • hosted GSE teams from Asia and Canada

 • Golf Day, Cricket Match, Wine Bottling, Youth Night    

     • Two Father, Son and Daughter nights

 • Two awardees to RYLA

Year TWO 1970/71 - President Ron Kennedy.
 Club membership increased from 36 to 43 

(13 in, 6 out) with 88% attendance for the year. 

The Club mourned the death of Stuart Garnsey, 

Charter Vocational Service Director. Club met 

at the Deakin Inn.

Projects included:  

 • Help to Dr Barnardo’s Homes and   

  Malkara School

 • Outings for geriatric patients of Canberra  

 • Community hospital

 • Participation in several Door Knock Appeals

 • Donations to Marymead Homes, Outreach, Heart Foundation

 • Scouts Jamboree Fund and YMCA

 • Two Cricket Matches, Golf Day

 • Sponsored Rotary Foundation Scholar, Graham Gourlay of   

  Deakin who studied at University of Arizona

 • Careers Night, Youth Night, Father, Son and Daughters night

 • Two Awardees sponsored to RYLA
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Year THREE 1971/72 - President  Tony Cleverly.
 Unfortunately, the Annual Report for President 

Tony’s year has apparently been lost, and a full 

summary of activities was not readily available for 

this report. However, President Tony is reported as 

“thanking all members for a ‘good year of Rotary at 

Woden’”. He reminded everyone of the Woden Valley 

High School motto: “Thought, Wisdom and Memory” 

and asked us to relate this to Rotary and:

•    "Think - constructively before criticising   

 destructively,

•  Be Wise - before the event, not after, and

•  Remember - the good points before you condemn the bad or the omissions".

  

Membership rose above 50. Bill Greene was again Program Director and was 

at the height of his persuasive powers: in quick succession speakers at the Club 

included Laurie Short, Sir John Gorton, Ken Rosewall, Sir Jack Brabham, 

Sir Frank Woods, Magnus Cormack, Sir William Gunn, Larry Pickering. 

Events included a 'rice and water' night at the RSL HQ to raise funds for 

General Cullen's charity; Morning Service and Breakfast at Church of the 

Good Shepherd and St James at Curtin where Minister was club member Ian 

McPherson. The Club ran the RI District Conference, with George Paulus as 

secretary, Ron McCauley as Chairman: quite an achievement for a Club in its 

third year!

Year FOUR 1972/73 - President Jon Cassell.
  President Jon says that minimal growth 

was the situation this year, with emphasis on 

communication and consolidation. He said there 

were still fellows who came along to the Club to be 

entertained and not involved. He congratulated Phil 

Moore on his position of President Elect of the new 

Rotary Club of Canberra South.

The Year at a Glance:

 • The Club met at The Embassy, Deakin

 • Two cricket matches against the “Gentlemen of 

Hughes” - proceeds to Outreach
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 • Golf Day at Binalong

 • Two Awardees to RYLA in Goulburn

 • Inauguration of Stuart Garnsey Award to most improved Girl and  

  Boy at Woden Valley High School

 • Sponsored Don Whitbread as Group Study Exchangee

 • Successfully nominated Noel Campbell for 74/75 Post Graduate  

  Award, and Elisabeth Lund for Student Exchange. Received USA  

  student for the year

 • Donations to Salvation Army’s Togatia Homes in PNG,Bandoeng  

 • Hospital, YMCA, Malkara School

 • Collected books and magazines for Woden Valley Hospital Auxilliary

 • Copper Bowl introduced for funds to Rotary Foundation

 • Marymead roads survey, design and construction

 • Weekly transport for handicapped people from Koomarri

 • Formation of Rotoract Club in Woden Valley - to be chartered Oct 1973

Year FIVE 1973/74 - President Brian Etheridge.
The Year at a Glance:

 • Exchange Student from USA, Joan Rice ,   

  enjoyed her year

 • Donation of books, a ten ton jack and    

  typewriter carriage for Madang, PNG

 • Support for “Medical Aid to Tonga”

 • Donations raised from “Pole sitting” to   

  cancer campaign and Outreach

 • Twelve art prints framed and donated to   

  Geriatric Ward at  Woden Hospital

 • Play equipment given to Canberra Hospital’s handicapped children  

  centre

 • Net posts for YMCA tennis and volleyball courts

 • Assisted at Gundaroo Fete for Spastic Centre

 • Donations to Blind Auxilliary, Woden Valley Youth Choir 

 • Stuart Garnsey Awards

 • Chartered Rotoract Club
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Year SIX 1974/75 - President  Chilla Brown.

 President Chilla referred to  the year’s 

theme to “Renew the Spirit of Rotary”, and noted 

that no fewer than ten members had achieved 100% 

attendance during the year, and an increase of 

members to 48. We continued to support Rotoract, 

Student Exchange, Rotary Foundation, and as well 

Goodwin Homes as our major projects for the year.

The speakers during the year were of the highest 

calibre, due to Bill Greene’s outstanding efforts.

The Year at a Glance:

 • Lyndon Cakerice, Exchange Student from Iowa, USA

 • Welcomed back Noel Campbell as Foundation Fellow with   

  Masters Degree in political science from Oklahoma.   

  Hosted GSE team from Kansas

 • Club standing with Rotary Foundation reached 200%

 • Donations to “Medical Aid to Tonga” and Madang, PNG,   

  Goodwin Homes, Marymead, Koomarri and Lifeline

Year SEVEN 1975/76 - President Harry Granger.

President Harry reported - “It is difficult to list 

the many Club activities and individual efforts 

undertaken by members of this club as it is 

impossible in a report to do full justice to the work 

of the Service Committees, the Rotarians and their 

wives or to people of the Community who helped 

us. A lot of our work has been directed to the youth 

of our area through RYLA, GSE, Youth Exchange, 

Rotoract, vocational service at schools, Malkara, 

Koomarri, Outreach etc., but at the same time other 

avenues have not been neglected. A special thanks must go to Bill Greene. 

His program arrangements and attention have put our Club at the top of the 

list of better known Clubs and this, together with our Club fellowship, has 

led to a great increase in the number of visitors we host and in the number of 

people who learn of Rotary through us.”

owa USA
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Year EIGHT 1976/77 - President Jim Grainger.
 “We have had a wonderful year of Rotary 
Service”, said President Jim at the Changeover 
Dinner. “The spirit of involvement, the efforts and 
contribution of all members has, I believe, reached 
new heights.  It was a year which began tragically 
with the sudden death of our much esteemed fellow 
Arthur Holder.  The response to the need for help 
and assistance for Beryl was spontaneous, and was 
a great comfort to her.  The Club has established 
the Arthur Holder Award at Phillip College in 
recognition of the close relationship Arthur shared 
with young people.  Our major effort this year 
has been in the hosting of the RYLA Seminar.  This was a task of no mean 
proportions.  Bruce Howden did a magnificent job. 
 There were so many highlights this year - the Miss Australia Ball, 
the Scout Auction, the Fancy Dress Party, the establishment of a Vocational 
Award, the Youth Week Display, the fellowship through the Double Your 
Dollars Program, the joint effort with Rotoract at the Dog Show, the GSE 
visit, Steve’s Fashion Show,  the meetings with Soroptomists, Apex, Inner 
Wheel, and Jaycees and many more.  Bill Greene’s great work on program 
and public relations continued this year with many prominent and informative 
speakers coming to the Club.  There was also an excellent participation by 
members in the programs through the year.  Altogether a spendid Club effort.  
My sincere gratitude and thanks for your support throughout the year”.
Other Activities in Brief:
 • Binalong Golf Day
 • 87 young people attended RYLA at Canberra Grammar School
 • First Vocational Award re the 50th Anniversary of the ACT Police 
 • World Community Service recognised with Ambassador of Korea as  
  Guest Speaker
 • Donation to Togatia House in PNG (similar to Curtin’s Outreach  
  House)
 • All members supported FAIM                                                               
 • Welcomed back from Student Exchange, Sue Menadue (Japan) and  
  Philip Eliason (South Africa), and farewelled Carmon Volek
  (Durban, South Africa). Sue Quinn left for Springs, South  
  Africa.
 • Paul Harris Trust Fund created by RI.
 • GSE Team from Kent UK hosted
 • Hosted Senior Citizens at a Concert of the Woden Valley Youth  
  Choir
 • Represented fortnightly at Rotoract Meetings
 • Weekly transport of Koomarri students continued.

was a task of no mean
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Presentation of a ʻthank-you  ̓cheque to the 

Rivers Bushfire Brigade at a Club-arranged 

barbeque to recognise their service to the 

community on 18th January 2003 when disas-

trous fires hit Canberra.

Rotarian Bob Harvie at one of the Clubʼs chief 

fundraising projects - the rubbish pick up at 

the Belconnen Trash and Treasure Market in 

March 2004.

Club members constructing paving and 

landscape at Phillip (later Canberra) College 

in 1994.

A RYPEN project at Outward Bound, Tharwa 

aimed at providing physical and mental chal-

lenges for young people.

Club members on a Fourth Avenue in 

Motion (FAIM) project in Thailand in 

2003, constructing dormitory accommo-

dation for Akha Hill Tribe children.

Don Whitbread (lower left) sponsored by our Club 

as a member of a Group Study Exchange Team visit 

to Virginia and Tennessee, USA in 1973

Achieving the Objects of Rotary
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Year NINE 1977/78 - President Dal Lister.
  President Dal said at the Annual Change-over 

that “The Rotary year 1977/78 again has seen our Club 

suffer several tragic deaths of members or their loved 

ones.  Membership loss has been barely covered by the 

induction of new members over our initial numbers.  

Fellowship has remained strong - against an economic 

climate which has placed heavy loads on most of our 

members in their day-to-day business life.  I believe 

this may have affected our enthusiasm for service 

projects this year, but not our goodwill to one another.  Nonetheless, we have 

accomplished together.  My greatest personal satisfaction from “my year” is 

the achievement of two “Paul Harris Fellowship Awards” with the resulting 

benefit of US$2000 to Rotary Foundation from our Club. There is no better 

method of assisting to “Serve to Unite Mankind”, our theme for this year than 

by funding of Rotary International which was my personal goal for this my 

year as President of our Club........ Let us now “reach out” together and make 

1978-79 an even better and more successful year and a memorable one for Des 

Pain and his Board.  Thanks for your fellowship and support.”

The year at a Glance.

 • Membership 46 at beginning and end, though with 7 new members

 • Monthly attendance average 80.8%

 • Harold Meachen died 

 • Most distant visitor from Iceland

 • 11 members remained 100% ers

 • Les and Phil produced the Raven, Bill Greene organised the speaker                   

 program and Brian Etheridge and Brian Hanson shared   

 Sergeant’s duties

 • Annual Golf Day at Binalong. 

 • Vocational Service Awards to Jean Graham and Rob McKay

 • Welcomed Sue Quinn home from Springs Club, South Africa;    

 Elizabeth Sexton chosen for exchange to Mannheim-Brucke,  

 West Germany; 

 • Hosted returning GSE Team from Massachusetts

 • Assisted Miss Australia Quest for Spastic Council, 

 • Koomarri Chicken wheel

 • Stuart Garnsey and Arthur Holder Awards presented

 • Taxi service for Koomarri students continued

 • “Double Your Dollars” fellowship functions

projects this year but no
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Year TEN 1978/79 - President Des Pain.
  President Des reported to the Annual 

Changeover Meeting of the Club that “This Rotary 

Year of 1978/79  has been an interesting year for us all 

with many opportunities for members to participate.  

Club meetings have been enriched with speakers of 

high calibre coming from our own members from time 

to time, and fellowship has been particularly warm 

throughout the year.  A highlight of “my” year was 

our community service project that of painting house 

numbers on kerbs.  This was our major money raiser for 

the year and all members participated.  Proceeds from 

the venture went to 10 local charities and to the 3H programme initiated by RI 

President, Clem Renouf.  

 For the first time, the Club was awarded two District Awards, viz 

Bulletin and Community Service.  Our Youth Exchange Programme was again 

well supported with Susan Cook being chosen for her year in Oregon, and 

Craig Carter from South Africa being hosted by us for his year in Australia.  

We celebrated our 10th Birthday and this was a proud milestone in our Club’s 

history. “ Let us accept the challenge for the future and make the most of all 

the opportunities that Rotary, by its very universal nature, offers its members 

to serve the community within Canberra, Australia and the world.”  

The way we were:

 • Membership at 48, an increase of 2

 • Average attendance 86%.  For second time in history of Club,   

 achieved 100% for month of November

• 100 percenters were: Ian Cowan, Bruce Drake, Brian Etheridge,  

 Jim Grainger, Bill Greene, Des Henderson Kelly, Vic Higgins,  

 Bruce Howden, Bob Landford, Frank Macklin, Steve   

 Malmberg, Ron Osbourne, George Paulus, Dick van Arkel,  

 George Wagner and Hans Zwillenberg.

• Brian Etheridge produced the newsy, informative, inspirational and  

 amusing Bulletin

• Hans Zwillenberg arranged the program of Speakers, and Bob   

 Landford was Sergeant at Arms.

 • Updated Vocational Service Directory

 • Three Vocational Awards presented to Geoff Burden, Jan Hatch and  

 Sister Glenys Hunt

 • Vocational talks presented by members
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 • Youth Exchange: Elizabeth Sexton returned from Mannheim, West  

 Germany, Sue Cook left for Wallowa County Club, Oregon  

 and Craig Carter arrived from South Africa.  In addition, six  

 Youth Exchange students were hosted for short periods during  

 their vacation times

• International Speakers from: Israel, Egypt, West Germany, and   

 speakers on PNG, NASA, and the Vatican

 • Contribution to 3H Program @ $15 per member

. 

Year ELEVEN 1979/80 - President Ron Gordon.  
Ron announced that “This year has been one 

of mixed successes and disappointments.  A number 

of our members were quite seriously ill for some time, 

but we are pleased they are now somewhat better.” 

Attendances fluctuated enormously and reflected the 

high demands and difficulties being felt by many 

of our members in their work.  The reports indicate 

nevertheless the considerable accomplishments, and 

record that the Club has been active in all avenues of 

service, giving special attention to youth and the aged 

in several projects throughout the year. As a Club, I feel our fellowship and 

concern for each other has grown throughout this difficult year.  My sincerest 

thanks to a very loyal Board...Thanks to Max Riley and staff...and to our ladies 

who have been so supportive of our work and social functions during the year.

The Year at a Glance:

 • Membership is 47, a nett loss of 1 member.

 • Average monthly attendance 77.7%

 • 100 percenters were: Ron Gordon, Bruce Drake, Brian Etheridge,  

 George Paulus, Bob Landford and Bill Greene.

 • Combined meetings held with Canberra South, and for RI 75th   

  Anniversary.

 • Brian Etheridge, Bruce Howden, Bruce Drake and Phil Ibbotson   

 produced the Bulletin, and Brian Darke was the Sergeant at Arms.

 • Vocational Service Awards to Jan Bugler and Des Kennedy

 • Presented George Paulus with Club’s 3rd Paul Harris Fellowship

 • Mock interview program with students from Bruce TAFE

 • Matched Club was Bangalore Midtown Club in Bangladesh

 • Established scholarships with students in Malaysia

 • Rotary Youth Exchangee Sue Cassell in Colarado, USA; Sue Cook  
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 home from Oregon; farewelled Craig Carter; and   

 anticipate welcoming Chantal Leclerc

 • Hosted Group Study exchange Team from USA and Canada

 • Stuart Garnsey and Arthur Holder Awards

 • Sponsored Greg Gibson to Dag Hamarskjold Memorial Seminar in  

   Sydney

 • Sponsored two students to RYLA in Cooma

 • Two enjoyable evenings escorting Senior Citizens from Goodwin  

 Homes to Canberra Theatre

• Des Henderson Kelly prepared report to assist Koomarri in making

  its activities viable

 • Assisted Red Cross Door Knock Appeal

Year TWELVE 1980/81 - President Bruce Drake. 
President Bruce said “During the year, club 

members have continued to ‘Take Time to Serve’ 

the community in various ways. I sincerely feel that 

the good name of Rotary has been further enhanced 

by our participation. We have continued to assist 

the younger age group.  The “Kids’ Companionship 

Program” conducted by Philip College students, 

whilst under way for several years, was financially 

assisted by the club this year.  Not only does it aim 

to assist the younger ones with social problems to 

communicate and mix with others (and this is the prime aim) but it improves 

the personal development of prospective youth leaders. Our involvement with 

the Annual Royal Canberra Show proved a financial success.  The opportunity 

to participate came at a time when our avenues of raising an acceptable 

standard of income were being tested.  I am pleased to announce that the 

Board has decided to give $1000 to NADOW (National Association for 

Training the Disabled in Office Work) in order to provide a course of training 

for one disabled person.  It is hoped that someone from the ACT can benefit 

from this contribution. We had two vocational visits to industry.  Fellowship 

has been of a high order.  It was certainly a pleasure to induct seven new 

members into the Club.”

The Year at a Glance:

• Membership at 50, a gain of 4 in the year.  Mean monthly average 

attendance was 81.7%.  100 percenters were: Bruce Drake, 

Jim Grainger, Ron Gordon and Dick van Arkel.

• Visits to CSIRO Division of Entomology and to Brian Thomson’s 
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photo processing laboratory

 • Panel discussion on nature and effect of unemployment

 • Three Vocational Service Awards

 • Update of Career Education Booklet

 • Student Exchangee  Sally Cassell returned from Colorado, and   

 Chantal Leclerc from Canada was hosted by the Gordons,  

 Darkes, Drakes and Cassells.

 • Hosted GSE Team from Illinois USA

 • PP Ron Gordon selected as GSE Team Leader to Brazil, and GSE  

 nominee John Broome selected to join Team

 • Continued support to two students in Malaysia, under IPAC

 • Provided Counsellors to two post-graduate Foundation scholars  

 from India and USA.

 • Stuart Garnsey and Arthur Holder Awards

 • Nominees attended both RYPEN Seminars. Two students nominated  

 for RYLA Seminar.

 • Kids’ Companionship Program assisted

 • Koomarri students assisted with travel each week after our meetings.   

 Also ran annual Chocolate Wheel at Fete.

 • $4926 earned from manning of Showgates.

Year THIRTEEN 1981/82 - President Eric Taylor.
        Eric’s Secretary was Bob Landford, and 

Treasurer David Nelson. Eric said “My sincere thanks 

go to my very loyal and hard working Board of 

Directors and to all members of the Club as it is due 

to their ready support that our Club has maintained 

its reputation as one of the best in the District.  It is 

this support which has made possible the funds for the 

special award to be announced tonight. Attendances of 

members have remained consistently high throughout 

the year and fellowship has been of a very high 

standard not only between our own members but with 

other Clubs such as Belconnen City, East, Ginninderra, Queanbeyan, and 

South, all of which have shared their fellowship with us. The Directors’ reports 

indicate considerable accomplishments and show that our Club has been 

active in all avenues of service. Finally, my thanks go to Max Riley and Staff, 

particularly Bill Gibson who has arranged for flowers, candles and soft lights 

as well as setting up the club equipment each week, and to our ladies who have 

so ably assisted us in all our social functions.”



20

Highlights of the Year were:
         • Attendance steady at 47, with 5 in and 5 out

• Program Director Hans Zwillenberg produced speakers such as 
Senator Flo Bjelke-Petersen and ACTU President Cliff Nolan.

• Merciless Colin McLear as Sergeant at Arms extracted $600 and 
delighted us with his mastery of the language

 • Keith Gould started a photographic “Rogues’ Gallery”
 • Koomarri Fete efforts raised $300
 • Red Shield Appeal efforts raised $1278 from Hughes area
 • Foster Grandfather Dick van Arkel answered request for visits   
  to children
 • Rotary Barrel for Red Cross Blood Bank in use
 • Showgates manned by Club members and Canberra City
 • $2000 towards adventure playground at Woden Special School
 • Vocational Service Awards to Brian Leach, and Ted and Joyce   
  Woodwell
 • Vocational Service Dinners at Bruce TAFE and Woden Valley   
  Hospital
 • Involvement in “Careers 82”
 • $1000 towards special projects in Papua New Guinea
 • Rotary Exchange Student Sue Prosser in Japan.  Grant    

 Hillebrandt from South Africa being hosted
 • Paul Harris Award to Bruce Drake

Year FOURTEEN 1982/83 -  President Bruce Howden.
          Bruce said that “in reflecting upon the 
previous twelve months of Rotary activity, .....it was 
a year of initiative as well as a time we responded 
to challenge. The initiatives were significant.  In 
Community service, we broke new ground by 
developing a sponsorship of young people to 
Outward Bound.  This involved advertising for 
candidates, a selection process and finally financial 
assistance to the Awardees.  On the Club Service 
side, our major initiative was to have the Club 
incorporated.  In International Service, the highly 
successful ‘Concert for Peace’ will be remembered by all who worked for 
it and all who saw it, for many years. Our response to the needs of others in 
the community was equally significant.  Without doubt, our dinner for the 
handicapped Scouts from Victoria and the subsequent lunch in the park, which 
we provided, exemplified Rotary’s ideal of ‘Service Above Self’. The Club 
continued to honour its traditional major projects.  The manning of the gates at 
the Canberra Show was another outstanding success.  We sent young people to 
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RYLA;  we made Vocational Service Awards;  we hosted Grant Hildebrandt, 
an exchange student from South Africa....   “.....The memories of this very 
stimulating year in my life will remain with me always.”
Highlights of the Year were: 
 • 47 members at start of year, and 51 at the end
 • $200 collected with Rotary Barrel at Woden Hospital
 • The photographic Rogues’ Gallery a bit behind, due to failure   

 of the camera
• $100 for foot-ware for leprosy patients in PNG

 • $250 for irrigation in India
 • $150 for wheel chairs for paraplegics in PNG
 • Financial support for Liaw Yik Kee in Kuala Lumpur
 • Grant Hildebrandt hosted by the Darkes, Cowans, Murrays,   

 and Thomsons.
 • Sue Prosser returned from Japan
 • South African GSE Team hosted
 • Each member sent a special Christmas message to an overseas   
  Rotary Club
 • ‘Concert for Peace’ raised $2600 for Rotary Foundation and   

 Woden Valley Youth Choir
 • Barbeque erected at ‘Jindalee’
 • Stuart Garnsey and Arthur Holder Awards presented
 • Showgates raised $10,835 shared with Canberra City Club
 • Assistance to ACT Council on the Ageing, Smith Family,   

 Goodwin Homes, Koomarri, and Foundry House
 • Work experience opportunities for High School students
 • Paul Harris Award to Jon Cassell

Year FIFTEEN 1983/84 - President Phil Ibbotson.  
Phil reported that “I can honestly say that 

the club whose presidency was handed over to me 
by Immediate Past President Bruce Howden, is not 
the Club that I hand over to Incoming President 
Keith Avent.  At the beginning of the year [49] 
and at various times during the year we have lost 
some of our good members.  However that loss 
has been more than made up [55] by twelve new 
members who have joined us and who bring new 
life and new experience to the Club.  Particular 
thanks are due to the older members of the Club 
and especially the Past Presidents who got behind 
the membership drive. The Club has been united in a variety of ways.  Notably 
there was a full Club effort on the Showgates and there is a continuing Club 
support for those who are hosting our Youth Exchange student from Japan, 
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Achieving the Objects of Rotary

Kate Readhead sponsored 

by the Club for attendance at 

the Rotary Youth Leadership 

Award (RYLA) Seminar in 

1986/87.

President Frank Longʼs Board busy at work in 1994/1995

Club members parking cars in 2004 at the Canberra Show to 

raise money for Club projects.

Global Youth Exchangee 

Student Joanna Camp-

bell sent by our Club in 

1986/1987 to Japan. In 

1996/1997 as a civil engi-

neer she was successfully 

nominated by the Club for 

inclusion in a GSE Team 

visit to Japan.

Past Presidents cutting the 30th anniversary cake in 1999.

A display of banners 

presented by visiting Rotar-

ians from other Clubs.
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Kenji Tsukahara.  This togetherness is one of the most important factors in 
retaining old members and attracting new members. I have appreciated the 
willing and unstinting support of the Board.  In particular, I must thank John 
Kellow.  Behind every successful President stands a good secretary.  If this has 
been a successful year, it is in no small part due to John.  There are no regrets 
as I pass the Presidency to Keith.  I have enjoyed my year and anticipate that 
he will receive the same friendship and support that I have received from so 
many Rotarians”.               Highlights of the year were:
 • Assistance to Adult Literacy Seminar
 • Stuart Garnsey and Arthur Holder Awards
 • Koomarri Chicken Wheel
 • Conducting the December 83 RYPEN Seminar when 56   
  participants
 • Showgates netted $5638.39
 • Sponsoring two to Outward Bound
 • Establishment of Bruce Drake Community Service Award
 • Donations to: YMCA Family Camp, Parent Support Service,   

 Foundry, Smith Family, IPAC
 • Excellence Award
 • Youth Exchange Students Jo McKenzie (to Japan) and Kenji   

 Tsukahara (from Japan) 
• Phil Ibbotson appointed Team leader for Group Study    

  Exchange to France
 • Exchange of UNICEF Christmas Greeting     
  with many overseas Clubs

• Financial support for Malaysian student Liaw Yik Lee
 • Paul Harris Fellow Award to Brian Darke 

Year SIXTEEN 1984/85  President Keith Avent.
President Keith said “when I look back 

on 1984/85, I shall do so with gratitude.  I shall 
remember a Club in which members enjoyed their 
fellowship and really pitched in with their service 
commitments.  At the beginning of the year, we 
allocated jobs to virtually every member, and every 
member did his bit.  Some went well beyond the 
call of duty; others stepped in at short notice when 
people were unavailable.  DG Wal Sharp’s cryptic 
motto - SEA - Service, Enjoyment, Achievement, 
was manifestly operative.

A new and important development this year was our involvement 

in Handy Help - a great effort under Bernie Clune’s leadership.  I must 

was our involvement
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admit partiality for service projects that get people working together, and 

enjoying it.  The start of another avenue was our first instalment of funds 

to help Brindabella Gardens.  I was pleased that we gave full support to a 

disadvantaged young person to go to Outward Bound.  In the international 

field, it was wonderful to have PP Phil Ibbotson lead the Rotary Exchange 

team to France.  Each of these was, in its own way, a first.  Add to that a 

continuation of many other activities, large and small, and you will see how 

effective this Club has been.

My special thanks go to my fellow Board Members, and to those 

who have carried on quietly with weekly commitments, such as speaker 

programmer ( Jim Grainger), bulletin (Alistair Christie), Sergeant (Brian 

Darke, Peter Tedder and their aides) and attendance (Frank Macklin).

I look forward to Alan Ashley’s year as President.  If he and his Board 

have the same support as we have had in 1984/85, the combination will be 

unbeatable.”

In earlier years we had the traditional four Directorships in Club, 

Community, Vocational and International Services. This year we added a 

further Directorship in Our Club of Youth Service to provide a better focus on 

this field – a strategy which proved most successful. 

Now The Year At A Glance:

 • Started and finished the year with 55 members, though we scored  

  102.87% attendance during our November 100% month.

Year SEVENTEEN 1985/86 - President Alan Ashley.
President Alan reported that “there was a net 

increase in membership for the year to 60, making us 

the second largest Club in District 971”.   Particularly 

enjoyable meetings included bus trips to Boorowa Rotary 

Club and to the Outward Bound Movement at Tharwa.  

The Club had an unexpected change of venue to the 

Australian/Italian Club for a short period but returned 

on 2nd October to the Embassy Motel after satisfactory 

negotiations with the management.  $9000 was donated to 

a wide range of projects.  Here are the Highlights of the 

Year:

 CLUB SERVICE - John Wright

Net Membership increase  Stimulating Guest speakers

Boorowa Exchange visits  Bulletin standards

Rotary Information Segments  Change of Venue
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 VOCATIONAL SERVICE - Roy St George

National Science Summer School Attendances

Careers 86 Support

Consolidation/Dissemination of Rotary Information

 COMMUNITY SERVICE - Bernie Clune

Community Service Awards  Handy Help

Bruce Drake Award   Canberra Show Gate

Outward Bound for Disadvantaged Visit to Outward Bound

Koomarri Student Transport  Inner Wheel Mutual Support

$6000 Charitable Disbursements

 INTERNATIONAL SERVICE - Shukry Sahaar

Paul Harris Award   Hosting Danish GSE Team

Manuka Gates PM’s Eleven  Outgoing Student Approved

Incoming Student March 87  Samantha & Kenji return home

Counselling for Rotary Foundation Award at ANU 

 YOUTH SERVICE - Neale Emanuel

Arthur Holder and Stuart Garnsey Book Awards for Outstanding Students

Year EIGHTEEN 1986/87 - President John Gray.
It was a memorable year with good 

attendance and fellowship but regretfully there 

was a nett membership loss for the year of 6, with 

54 members at year-end. George Paulus, Frank 

Macklin, John Wright and Hans Zwillenberg 

achieved 100% attendance. A significant 

achievement was the beginning of the binding 

of previous issues of  the “Raven”. Special 

fellowship events included: Sons and Daughters 

night; Meeting at Australian Institute of  Sport; 

Visit to Canberra South Club; and  ‘Christmas 

Drinks with the President’ on Christmas Eve.  

Fourteen  Goodwin Homes guests were taken to a Christmas Carol Concert. A 

gong and mallet and sergeant’s truncheon were presented at the Burley Griffin 

Club Charter Night. The District Conference at Nowra was well attended. 

Over $18000 was raised in fund raising activities at a ‘Youth-in-Concert 

for Peace’ and the Canberra Show.  $3000 was also raised for the Salvation 

Army Annual Appeal. Contributions made to Community and Youth projects 

included: Brindabella Gardens; Woden Valley Youth Choir;  Canberra Youth 
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Orchestra;  National Summer Science School; YMCA Camp (underprivileged 

person); TAU Theatre - seating; Phillip College - Companionship Program; 

Barnardo Homes (RAFT); Hear-a-Book; Lifeline; and Woden Community 

Service - Chifley Child Care.

In International Service a special committee was established for 

the Polio Plus Rotary Foundation Program.  By year-end $7600 had been 

contributed against a Club target of $15000 by June 1988.  $5600 of the $7600 

came from the Peace Concert proceeds. Youth Exchangee Joanna Campbell 

went to Tokyo, while Jun Takeshita came from Fukuchiyama, Japan. Kyle 

Waldinger from US studied at the ANU as a Rotary Scholar and was hosted by 

our Club.

In Community and Youth Service the Club did painting at the 

Greenhills Conference Centre and assisted  the Civic Youth Centre to find a 

second hand carpet. Kate Readhead and Alison Wright attended RYLA, Mark 

Hoffman attended Outward Bound, and Ian Wanless and Susan Taylor went 

to the National Summer Science School. The Stuart Garnsey Awards went to  

Juan Varela and Jenny Weise, while the Arthur Holder Awards were gained by 

Gordon Moss and Sharyn Greig.

 Awards presented were Vocational Service Awards to Tina van 

Raay and Chris Rutter, the Bruce Drake Community Service Awards to Mrs 

Gwyneth George and Mrs Phil Crawford.

 Past Presidents Phil Ibbotson and Des Pain were recognised as Paul 

Harris Fellows. 

Year NINETEEN  1987/88 - President Don Murray.
 In his retiring report, President  Don said 

that many worthwhile achievements were realised, 

the most significant being the Club’s contribution of 

$15,000 to the PolioPlus Program.  The Club started 

the year with 53 members, peaked at 56 and finished 

with 51. Frank Macklin again was tireless in keeping 

the score and prodded members for make-ups. Tony 

Cleverly was responsible for Programs,. No fewer 

than four  members helped with the writing and 

production of the Raven, Noel, Ron Black, Les and 

Phil, whilst Sgt Adrian and Cpls Ron Black   and 

Neale “kept us entertained with their ripostes and ribaldry whilst maintain 

ing a flow of funds to the Club coffers”. Four members finished the year with 

100% attendance. They were Piers Booth, Frank Macklin, Don Murray, and 

George Paulus. The Paul Harris Award went to Keith Avent.
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 In Community Service, the Club continued to provide a pick-up 

service to Koomarri students, supported the annual Red Cross Appeal and the 

Koomarri fete. Funds were allocated to Barnardo’s, Life Education Centres, 

ANG Rotary Fund, ACT Down’s Syndrome Group, Smith Family, Southpaw 

Club,  ACT Council of Social Services, Rotary Adolescent Health Video, ACT 

Hospice Society, Outward Bound and Mirinjani.

International Service included: hosting Japanese Exchange student Jun  

Takeshita; return of Joanna Campbell from her year in Japan; a talk by Kyle 

Waldinger, Rotary Scholar studying at ANU; successful nominee to GSE team 

to North Carolina, Mary McGrath.  

Vocational Service Award went to Mrs Dorothy Steele, and members  

hosted students to the National Summer Science School. We sponsored two  

candidates to RYPEN and one to RYLA, presented Stuart Garnsey and Arthur 

Holder Awards to four students, each award being worth $50. The Club  agreed 

to underwrite (to $1000) the production of a book on seven Bicentennial  

Projects being written by students at four Canberra schools.

Year TWENTY  1988/89 - President Gary Scott.
Gary summarised his year by referring to:

 • strong fellowship

 • increased interest and improved attendances

 • full membership participation

 • efficient service programs and management

 • enjoyable club meetings.

 • Membership fell from 52 to 48 (3 in, 7 out)

The Year at a Glance:

 •Trash and Treasure (at invitation of    

  Belconnen Club) $25000

 • Show Gates $7500

 • 20th Birthday party

 • support from Inner Wheel

 • Wine auction

 • Donations to 19 charities, including $2500 to WV Youth Choir

 • New project, Adventure in Citizenship, as joint exercise with   

  Canberra Club to commence 1990

 • Hosted 12 NZ exchange students in ACT

 • 12 complete volumes of The Raven and 8 partial volumes covering  

  our 20 years, to be presented to the National Library for safe  

  keeping
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Year TWENTY-ONE 1989/90 - President Ron Russell.
“ ‘Enjoy Rotary’ - the RI theme for the year 

was certainly carried through”, President 

Ron said. Ron’s Annual Report detailed the 

activities of the Club which are briefly:

 • Champagne evening at Beaver gallery

 • GSE team to UK included our nominee,   

  Bill Redpath

 • Donated $9000 to charity including $5000   

  to Open Family  Foundation

 • Piers Booth, part of FAIM team to PNG

 • Two “dinners in the workplace”

 • Adventure in Citizenship inaugural session was a great success

 • Stuart Garnsey Awards presented to Alfred Deakin High School  

 students for the first time (formerly presented to Woden Valley  

 High School students, now closed)

 • Two RYLA awards

Year TWENTY-TWO  1990/91 -  President Piers Booth.
“Investment in young people has been an 

important part of the Club’s projects”, President Piers 

said.  “In addition to participation in Adventure in 

Citizenship, we have also sent delegates to RYLA, 

RYPEN, and National Science Summer School. 

In Youth Exchange, we have been involved in the 

Australia/NZ Youth Exchange and International 

Youth Exchange with a student in Finland and 

one in Belgium. We have encouraged students of 

Alfred Deakin High School  and Phillip College 

with Awards. The Club provided $25000 to Open 

Family Foundation for developing a training program for the many volunteers 

assisting the Street Kids. We also painted Cana House, a residence for the 

homeless. Membership increased from 43 to 47 (7 in, 3 out).                             

           Other projects during the year:

 • Books and typewriters for Papatila High School, PNG 

 • Support to Smith Family, Woden Valley Community Centre

 • George Paulus Vocational Award presented

 • Bruce Drake Community Service Award presented

 • “Rotary Ways”, written by Arnold Osborne, was published
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 • 600 Christmas puddings sold for fundraising

The Club mourned the passing of its esteemed Honorary Member, Clarrie 

Hermes.

Year TWENTY-THREE  1991/92 - President Frank Keith.

In his report, President Frank drew attention to 

the series of objectives accepted by the Club at 

the beginning of the year, which guided the Club’s 

activities throughout the year. 

The Year at a Glance:

• Membership increased from 47 to 51 (6 in, 3 out). 

We became the third largest Club in the 

District

• The third Annual Adventure in Citizenship whose 

joint Committee was chaired by Phil 

Ibbotson.

• Annual Memorial Awards (again presented George Paulus, Bruce Drake, 

Stuart Garnsey and Arthur Holder) 

• Youth involvement in RYLA, RYPEN, Joanna Collins to one day seminar 

called “Lighten the Load”. Pia Paalanen went home to Finland, 

Rachel Milson returned from Belgium, Daniel Vasarotti  was 

accepted as Exchange student to Japan, Heidi Andreasen expected 

from Denmark

• Receipts from Show Gates came to $8380, which was dispersed to 14   

 charities

• Golf Weekend at Binalong a great success

• Nola Daley was first  woman member to join the Club

• Photograph album of personalities and events was presented to Club at 

Changeover

• Keith Avent  arranged (through the ACT Government) the naming of the 

Hughes Recreation Oval to be Clarrie Hermes Park in honour of our 

former Honorary Member,. The barbecue facilities were erected at 

the Park by the Club, in honour of George Paulus, Charter President 

and Clarrie.
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Achieving the Objects of Rotary

Members of a RYPEN Group at a camp.

President Des Pain presenting an artwork at 

the Calvary Hospital in 1978/79. - A Can-

berra Times photo.

President Ron Russell saying a big ʻthank-

you  ̓in 1989-1990 to Irene and Cheryl for 

their untiring efforts keeping Club members 

well nourished at Rotary meetings at the 

Embassy Motel, Deakin.

Raising funds for the victims of the Bali 

bombing in 2003.

President Robin Cromer assisting in the Polio 

Immunisation Program in Thailand in 2002

A Club Wishing Well project at the Canberra 

Hospital in 1993, where donated coins are 

used to purchase artworks and equipment 

for the benefit of patients and visitors.
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Year TWENTY-FOUR  1992/93 - President John Lawrence.
The theme of this year was “Real happiness 

is helping others” and in reviewing the year’s 

achievements, I believe Canberra-Woden Club 

has every justification in being proud that we have 

embraced that theme” President John said.                      

                                           The Year at a Glance:

 • Show gates project was not awarded to the  

 Club, however the Club undertook  

 car-parking supervision.

 • Adoption of new Club Constitution in 

accordance with new legislative requirements

 • Adoption of Mission statement and Implementation strategy

 • Adventure in Citizenship, Annual Memorial  Awards

 • First  Rotary Race Day organised by Des Henderson-Kelly

 • Membership fell from 51 to 42  as a number of long term members  

 decided to pass the baton on (including PP Jon Cassell,   

 PP Alan Ashley, Noel Cleland, Bill Crook, Charter Member  

 Brian Thomson, Dick van Arkel and Alistair Christie PHF)

 • Gerry Garty’s Pitch and Putt Day

 • Neale Emanuel used members in auction of Travelodge Motel

 • Gilt Medallion and Lapel Pin project for the International Rotary  

 Convention, Melbourne, conceived by Nola Daley . Others  

 to contribute significantly were: Jim Grainger, Neale Emanuel,  

 Bob Sherwin and Don Murray 

Year TWENTY-FIVE  1993/94 - President Peter Evans.
Peter reported that a highlight of his year was 

the FAIM school development project at Papitalai, 

PNG, which he undertook with Carl Binutti, Frank 

Long, Pete Tedder and Piers Booth. The estimated 

value of the project was 35,000 kina.  Peter was 

also able to arrange computer support for the school 

through a local firm. Support for youth development 

was maintained. Locally, Chantelle Taylor and Paul 

Gray were sponsored for RYLA and Daniel Rex for 

RYPEN.  We continued our central involvement in 

Rotary Adventure in Citizenship, and our effort on 

this since 1990 was recognised in a letter from RI President Robert Barth (RI 
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had also praised this project in 1992).  Internationally, we farewelled exchange 

student Heidi Andreason on her return to Denmark, and welcomed back Daniel 

Vassarrotti from Japan.

Some $8000 was raised from the Flower Show, Show parking, a 

Music Hall night and sales of Rotary cakes and socks.  Disbursements to local 

charities were limited because of paucity of funds, but were carefully handled 

by Community Service Director Carlo Binutti.

In the Vocational Service field, under Colin Hughes, we had 8 job talks 

and a workplace visit.  Dr Brian Hurley was presented with a George Paulus 

Vocational Service Award.

Contacts with other Rotary Clubs included joint dinners with 

Canberra, Tuggeranong and Cooma.  Social activities included a tenpin 

bowling night. 

  We were saddened by the death of Past President Frank Keith after 

a long illness, borne with strength and determination.  Altogether, we lost 5 

members  over the year and gained 6, finishing with 42.

Year  TWENTY-SIX 1994/95 - President Frank Long.
An important local community/youth project 

was a working bee at Phillip College, valued at some 

$4500.  Carlo Binutti was the crucial contributor of a 

truck and bobcat for the occasion.

Despite great efforts by Gerry Garty and his 

committee to establish a Trash and Treasure Market at 

Coolamon Court, we had to admit defeat because of 

lack of patronage.  However, fundraising from the Show 

parking, Wine and Food Festival, Trash and Treasure 

activities and other minor activities, together with 

funds held from 1993-94, allowed us to donate over $9000 to local and wider 

causes. Ken Goard made extensive visits to District Clubs to promote Rotary’s 

Australian Health Research Fund.  Through Pete Tedder, we participated in the 

national Employ Australia project by identifying job opportunities in the area.  

In Youth Service, we sponsored Kate McDonald and Darren Roberts 

for RYLA, and made Stuart Garnsey Awards to Trish Keeley and Phillip 

Whitby, and Arthur Holder Awards to Felicity Hopkinson and Darren Boulton.  

Our continuing involvement in Rotary Adventure in Citizenship involved 

Phil Ibbotson in lending his talents as Executive Officer for the project. We 

sponsored Makiko Kawahara from Kiryu West, Japan and Maggie Leithead 

from Collingwood, Canada as Rotary Foundation Fellows at ANU.  President 

Frank arranged a large supply of wool for Sister Rita Grunke to use in teaching 

00 to local and wider
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knitting in remote PNG.  

A George Paulus Vocational Service Award was made to Kelvin Steel, 

the supervising architect for the Woden Valley Hospital redevelopment.  Our 

first Pride in Workmanship Award was made to Michael Jewry.  

We lost 8 members during the year, but recruited 4, finishing the year 

with 38.  Sir John Overall retired as an Honorary Member, but Dick van Arkel, 

a previous Club member honoured by the Dutch nation, replaced him.

Frank enjoyed participating in the International Golfing Fellowship of 

Rotary Tournament in South Carolina during his year.

Year TWENTY-SEVEN 1995/96 - President Nola Daley.
Nola kindly undertook the President’s role 

at short notice, following the resignation of the 

President-Elect.  A notable characteristic of her 

leadership was promotion of concern and interaction. 

After more than two decades of help to Koomarri 

people by ferrying them home from their Wednesday 

night cooking classes, this service was discontinued 

by agreement.  Conversely, we undertook a number 

of initiatives to strengthen our links with the 

Woden Plaza, as the major retail centre in our area. 

Social and interclub activities included hosting 

an International Fellowship Exchange group from Colorado, and arranging 

an Alumni Night with former members of the Club. We had seven of our 

members on various District Committees, probably a new record at the time, 

but foreshadowing things to come.  

Fundraising activities included the Show parking, and what Nola 

described as the Floriade Fiasco (digging the bulbs for resale).  We raised 

nearly $13000.  Some of this went in support of the proposed Helicopter 

Rescue Service, although it took some time before this project came to 

fruition.  Community service work also included assisting the Smith Family 

with Xmas hamper deliveries, and again participating in the Food and Wine 

Festival.  Through Geoff Hakes, we were instrumental in arranging for 8 local 

Rotary Clubs to participate in Clean Up Australia Day.

We sponsored students to RYLA, the CRA National Science Forum 

and the Siemens Science School.  Our Pride in Workmanship Award went to 

John Tomas.  George Tomlins received a George Paulus Vocational Service 

Award.  It was decided to combine the Stuart Garnsey and Arthur Holder 

Awards, with the recipient to be selected for high level of achievement in 
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relation to the student’s capacity and potential.  The first award on this basis 

went to Haydn Lowe at Phillip College.  We hosted Exchange Students Robin 

Yano from Sunbury, Pennsylvania and Julie Williams from Hillsboro, Oregon.  

Frank Macklin stepped down as Attendance Officer after a mammoth 

13 years, to be succeeded by several others, until Ros Osbourne settled into the 

role. As regards membership statistics, we lost two members but gained three, 

finishing with 39.

Year TWENTY-EIGHT  1996/1997 - President Desmond Woods.

 This year gave the Club a net gain of three 

members, with six new members and three deaths. 

There were appointments as Honorary Members 

-  Dick van Arkel for his long association with 

the Dutch community in war and peace, and Don 

Whitbread for his dedication to the internationally 

acclaimed Woden Valley Youth Choir. Two Paul 

Harris Fellowships awarded to Past Presidents Nola 

Daley and John Lawrence Active in Community 

Service, the Club raise useful funds through 

continuation of parking supervision at the Canberra 

Show over the February long week-end and with the Wine and Food Frolic 

at the Canberra Festival. Clean up at the Belconnen Trash and Treasure 

still provided a steady stream of income throughout the year  and donations 

were made to assist L’Arche Genesaret, a self help group (SHOUT) and the 

Handyhelp organization.  The members have joined  together enthusiastically 

to serve refreshments at the Driver Reviver stop in Bredbo during the winter 

season.

International Service, Youth Exchange was successfully expressed 

through hosting a young lady, a school student from Finland, sending a 

a young civil engineer to Nara in Japan, previously one of our Exchange 

students, now a member of the GSE Team and to also host an Ambassadorial 

scholar, an anthropology student from Japan.

The President of R.I. made the call to “Build the Future with 

Action and Vision”. This challenge of serving Youth led to ten Daramalan 

students attending the Seimens Science School early in the Rotary year.  An 

enriching experience for another 22 young people was a weekend at Outward 

Bound,  Tharwa, our members providing a strong speaker panel with several 

distinguished visitors and outdoor activities in abseiling, and high and low 

rope courses. The Club actively supported the CRA National Youth Science 

Forum hosting senior school students from the wider Australian community.
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Our club was strongly represented on the committee for RAIC (Rotary 

Adventure in Citizenship) which continued to be popular, with all 82 places 

filled by senior school kids from all over Australia.

Year TWENTY-NINE  1997/1998 - President Shukry Sahhar
In this year of Show Rotary Cares  Shukry 

reported that the Club had attempted not to just focus 

on raising money to give away, but to try and make 

a difference by using Rotarians’ skills to help others. 

Funds raised during the year came from a variety 

of Club activities that gave times of fellowship and 

opportunities to get to know each other better. 

A highlight of the year was the Recital for 

Disadvantaged Youth during the National Opera 

Festival at the National Gallery of Australia. This 

brought together accomplished singer Stephen 

Ibbotson and the Woden Valley Youth Choir. The event, attended by Governor 

General Sir William Deane and Lady Deane, raised $2000. Other events 

enjoyed by Club members were the weekly clean up at the Jamison Trash and 

Treasure Market, and the management of parking at the Canberra Show. In 

total $17000 was raised. Rotarians with the help of the Rota Link team at the 

ANU, also enjoyed selling tickets for the Canberra Festival. Special fellowship 

occasions were at the Canberra West Bowling Club and the Jeir Creek Winery.  

In Community service we provided funds for: the Fred Hollows 

Foundation; Canberra Community Centres; Smith Family; and Camp Quality.

In Vocational Service the Club ran two Youth Leadership and 

Vocational Training Weekends at Outward Bound in Tharwa. This is a 

course to help young people to improve their self esteem, and to challenge 

their horizons. Participants were invited by the Governor-General to visit 

Government House and Chief Minister Kate Carnell visited the course. Pride 

of Workmanship Awards were presented to Paul Hewat and David Cregh, 

while the George Paulus Vocational Service Award went to the National 

Museum of Australia for its work at Old Parliament House. 

Once again the Club, together with the Rotary Club of Canberra, 

staged the Rotary Adventure of Citizenship which was led most ably by 

Gary Scott, Ros Osbourne and Nola Daley . Other youth activities included 

sponsorships of : Benita Ainsworth at the Rotary National Youth Science 

Forum; Erin King and Lydia Bell at the Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment; 

Ben Fairhall and Rik Lawrence at the Rotary Youth Leadership Award; Fiona-
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Jane Nott at the National Engineering Summer School; and David Shelling at 

the Siemens Science Experience. 

In International Service the Club hosted for 10 days the GSE team 

from Maryland USA.

Year THIRTY 1998/99 - President Ian Excell.

This year saw the planning of a Matching 

Grant project to build a much-needed toilet block 

at a private Church Army School in an under-

privileged part of Nairobi, Kenya.  The project 

was led by Roy Miller, and involved funding from 

our Club, the Nairobi Rotary Club and RI to a 

total of $A11200.

A local community service initiative, led 

by Ross Howard, was the planning of assistance 

to Project Saul, established by Steve and Cathy 

Neuhaus to teach young people camping, character 

building and self-control skills. Our Driver-

Reviver project “Snow Safe” at Bredbo during the snow season, under the 

long-term leadership of Neale Emanuel, was recognised by a NSW State 

Community Service Award.

Overseas exchanges included Global Youth Exchange student Saho 

Onda from Japan, and the selection of Catherine Keirnan to participate in 

a Group Study Exchange team to Northern Germany.  A new development 

was to help sponsor a team of four girls from Alfred Deakin High School 

to attend a Future Problem Solving Program at Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

USA.  Local awards included those to Nicky Green and Jack Camalleri as 

Employees of the Year at Woden Plaza, and Chris Lawrence to attend RYLA.  

We also sponsored a team from Canberra Grammar to attend a Model United 

Nations Assembly.

Again the major fundraising activities were the Show parking, 

Trash and Treasure cleanup and assistance at the Food and Wine Festival.  

Donations totalling some $6000 were made to 7 local community 

organisations and projects other than as mentioned above.

We lost 2 members but gained 5, giving a final figure of 43.
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Year THIRTY-ONE  1999/2000 - President Janet Lawrence.
In this year of Consistency, Credibility 

and Continuity, Janet reported ‘good fellowship, 

friendship and fun’. She drew attention particularly 

to:  involvement in Project Saul; the distribution 

of $20,000 of project funds to meet local needs; 

and support for a myriad of youth programs. Gary 

Scott provided a dose of fun with his exciting and, 

at times, risqué Sergeant sessions. Several dinners 

were held elsewhere, namely the Wig and Pen and 

the Canberra Mail Centre. 

Project Saul for ‘kids at risk’, founded by 

Steve and Cathy Neuhaus was begun. Rotarians 

joined two fellowship days at the Wee Jasper site to assist with improvements. 

Some $5000 was also donated.  Other youth activities included sponsorships 

of : Patrick Delaney and Mayur Patel  as attendees at Model United Nations 

Assembly; Linda Zemanovic at the Rotary National Youth Science Forum; 

Robert Lancaster and Daniel Neuhaus at the Rotary Youth Program of 

Enrichment; Chris Lawrence at the Rotary Youth Leadership Award; and 

Gregory Davies at the Honeywell National Engineering Summer School.  In 

addition 11 attendees at the Siemens Science Experience were sponsored. 

Once again the Club, together with the Rotary Club of Canberra, 

staged the Rotary Adventure of Citizenship. Led most ably by our Rotarian Ros 

Osbourne, the program attracted 72 year eleven students from around Australia.

In community service we provided funds for The Society for the 

Physically Handicapped, Koomarri, and the Mirinjani appeal for a community 

bus. Funds were also donated to: Smith Family Scholarship project; Rotary 

Reconciliation program; Farrer Primary School for students to attend the 

Paralympics; and Melrose High for the FAST program for troubled children. In 

addition the Driver Reviver Program continued its valuable work at Bredbo.

In vocational service the highlights were an interesting visit to the 

nearly completed Waldorf Hotel led by Neale Emanuel and the presentation of 

two Woden Plaza Employee of the Year Awards. Our Ambassadorial Scholar 

nominee Laura Back studied at the University of Leeds, UK while GSE 

exchangee Saho Onda from Japan was hosted. The matching grant project for a 

school toilet block in Nairobi was completed. Funds were donated for disaster 

relief following the Mozambique floods and for Christmas presents for East 

Timorese children.

 Project Saul founders Cathy and Steve Neuhaus and Rotarian Ross 

i t ith i t
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Howard were recognised as Paul Harris Fellows.

Membership declined in numbers during the year with 7 losses and one 

new member – a nett 37. Sadly one of our losses was long term Rotarian Hans 

Zwillenberg who passed away. 

Year THIRTY-TWO  2000/01 - President David Fox.
In this year of Creating Awareness and 

Taking Action, our own Rotarian John Lawrence was 

District Governor. 

President David reported a new approach to 

funding projects whereby only two major ones rather 

than a lot of small ones were identified – namely 

Project Saul and the Akha Hill Tribes project in 

Northern Thailand. A new fund raising initiative 

was a very successful football dinner organised by 

Ross Howard which raised $9000. The Club raised 

$28000 for the year. 

It was a great year for fellowship. There were several well attended 

events including: a Pie Night; President’s Dinner; Progressive Dinner; 

Paralympics Dinner in Sydney; joint meeting with Woden Lions Club; and 

the football dinner. The most successful event of the year was the District 

Conference at Bateman’s Bay organised by Nola Daley. Good fellowship 

continued at our weekly meetings for several months in the Deakin Soccer 

Club due to the closure of the Embassy Motel for refurbishment. 

Vocational Service awardees this year were: Ann Howard and Petra 

Niesar as Woden Plaza Employees of the Year; Jack Koina, who was presented 

with the George Paulus Award for outstanding service in his vocation as 

Director of Technical Aid to the Disabled for the ACT. 

In community service the driver reviver project at Bredbo continued. 

The Bruce Drake Community Service Award was also presented. Attendance 

at the official opening of Project Saul at Wee Jasper, when President David 

presented a cheque for $4000, included Governor-General William Deane, 

local politicians, and members of the Police and Judiciary. 

Our Club involved the youth of Australia in some great youth 

programs. Once again the Club, together with the Rotary Club of Canberra, 

staged the Rotary Adventure of Citizenship which attracted 36 year 11 students 

from across Australia. We also sponsored young local people to the Seimens 

Science Experience, and the Honeywell National Engineering Summer School. 

In International service, most of our effort was directed at the planning 

of the building next year of a dormitory and kitchen  in Chiang Mai for the 
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Akha Hill Tribe children in Northern Thailand. $2000 was donated to the 

project for building works and scholarships. 

A Paul Harris Fellowship jointly financed by the Rotary Clubs of 

Canberra Woden and Canberra was presented to Geoff Clark, Parliamentary 

Education Officer for his outstanding contribution to the Rotary Adventure in 

Citizenship over many years. 

Membership for the year was stable.

Year THIRTY-THREE  2001/02 -President Neale Emanuel.
In this year of Mankind is our Business 

President Neale emphasised the Akha Hill tribe project 

in Thailand and Project Saul. The Club raised $35,000 

through Trash and Treasure, the football dinner, 

and Canberra Stadium and Canberra Show parking. 

Another $4,000 was raised for the District Fire Relief 

Appeal following the Christmas 2001 fires. 

In a symbolic act towards reconciliation the 

Club’s weekly bulletin The Raven began to carry 

the words “We wish to acknowledge the Ngunnawal 

People and their stewardship of the land on which 

we meet as a Rotary Club”. Fellowship was one of the highlights of the 

year. Events included a Pie Night, President’s Dinner, the football dinner, 

presentation evening at Canberra Hospital, Driver Reviver at Bredbo, and a 

combined dinner with Woden Lions Club. 

In Youth service the Club assisted financially the Young Aboriginal 

Rotary Network weekend at the Australian Institute of Sport. Lauren Hodes 

was also helped to attend the Hague International Model United Nations. Once 

again the Club was involved in the Rotary Adventure in Citizenship. 

Community Service Awards were presented to Revd Dr John Brown for 

40 years of commitment to Ethnic Relations and Aboriginal Reconciliation; and 

Doug McIver for 40 years in Mental and Community Health Advocacy. The 

Bruce Drake Community Service Award was presented to the Cancer Council 

ACT, Wig Service celebrating 20 years of service in Canberra and the region. 

George Paulus Vocational Service Awards were presented to the 

Cardiac Surgical Unit and the Cardiac Rehabilitation Unit at Canberra 

Hospital and these led to an enjoyable Club visit to the Cardiac Unit. On that 

occasion we presented three artworks to Ward 7A, purchased with funds from 

the Hospital wishing well. A Pride of Workmanship Award was presented to 

Michael Spoljaric from Harvey Norman Woden for his friendly and courteous 
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service. 

In International service the Club contributed $4000 to the Akha Hill 

Tribe project, $5000 to the Rotary Foundation Polio Eradication project, $2300 

to a waste management project in the Philippines, $2000 to the Thailand school 

lunches project, and $1000 to the New York District following the September 

11 disaster.  On 20 December 2001 a ‘corner stone’ was laid at the Hill Tribes 

project in Thailand. We also contributed $500 to the  Interplast program 

which facilitates the performance of plastic surgery on young people in third 

world countries and collected vast number of old spectacles for Rotary World 

Community Service. 

Five Paul Harris Fellowships were awarded.

Year THIRTY-FOUR  2002/03 - President Robin Cromer.
President Robin complimented his Board 

for so successfully carrying through the objectives 

set out using the guidelines of the President of 

Rotary International, taken up enthusiastically by 

Club members with the final delight of the receipt of 

a  Presidential Citation. An increase in  Membership 

was achieved  with a gain of  2 to a total of 42.   Polio 

Eradication received a substantial cash contribution. 

Through  Club Service, members and visitors were 

reminded of the Four-way Test and informed about 

Rotary through the Raven and visiting speakers. A 

Club Information Brochure is now available for visitors. 

Vocational Service - The FAIM project to Northern Thailand engaged 

a team of 7 from our Club with cooperation of teams from Queensland, NSW 

& Canada to construct dormitories at the Mai Suai school for Akha children, 

mainly girls.  These young people thus gain an education and the team also 

helped with the local polio program. This project won the District Award for 

the best International Project.

Community Service - This project consisted of  refurbishing a sitting 

room for Ward 7A at the Canberra Hospital for visitors and patients,  those 

with long-term and often terminal illnesses. The result is a bright and cheery 

room,  a tasteful and relaxing environment.

International Service was an area limited this year by funding shortage.

Youth Service - A landscaped cooking area was provided for the ACT 

Guides’ Campsite

Global Youth Exchange - High School student from Chang Mai in 
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Northern Thailand, Chakrit Takerngrangsarit, enjoyed his stay with 6 host 

families and the 2 counsellors. With a group of young people he travelled 

through Central Australia after experiencing a wide spectrum of Canberra life, 

but not quite becoming a “dinkum Aussie” when he relucantly returned home. 

Our Ambassadorial Scholar, Brittany Neal, from South Carolina, 

sponsored by the Winston Salem Club from Norh Carolina joined the 

Music Faculty at the ANU to work toward a Masters Degree in the role of 

music in reconciliation. A gifted musician. The  GSE Team from Manilla, 

The Philippines, was a lively group with a professional presentation 

routine with singing and dancing to get their message across. Fund Raising 

was pursued through Trash & Treasure at Belconnen and Show Parking 

enabling us to responded to the Bali Bombing and ACT Bushfires with 

financial and social support for those affected and for the fire-fighter groups 

with thank-you BBQ’s.  Belconnen Club combined with us to purchase a 

new trailer to use at T & T.

Paul Harris Fellowships were awarded to Jacki Cauchi and Neale 

Emanuel with a Sapphire Pin added to Janet Lawrence’s previous Award.

Club Fellowship was expressed through bushfire support BBQs,  a 

restaurant visit, the BBQ at Youthhaven with Woden Lions Club, dining-

out with members to celebrate the New Year and a celebration at the home 

of the President after the bush-fires precluded a mountain stay,The Year 

concluded as it began with the National Anthem, the Toast to the Queen of 

Australia and the Rotary Grace by a vote of members to retain these.

Year THIRTY-FIVE 2003/04.   President Rex Hunt 
 This Rotary year is a special year for the club as 

we celebrate 35 years of community and vocational 

service, fellowship, youth and international relations. 

So my thanks to all members who have put so 

much time and energy into our efforts and into the 

preparations for our celebratory event in May 2004. 

 This year has seen us share in 

some reflection and evaluation of the life of the 

club as we acknowledge our need not only face 

the changing present, but also as we seek to build a 

creative and flexible foundation on which the future 

can be built. Two areas of reflection has been around our service projects and 

our fund-raising efforts. How these may combine for maximum benefit and how 

these may affect current membership capabilities. 

in 
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 What new things do we need to do and what things should we stop 

doing? 

 Such reflection is essential to the life of any club. But while energy has 

gone into these events that has not limited the club to also attempt to live out the 

international theme for the year, “Lend a hand”. 

 Members have been very generous with both their time and efforts as 

we have: 

 i. sought new ways of working with indigenous people - both in real  

  terms such as through the Fred Hollows Foundation and        

                           RYPEN, as well as symbolically, each week acknowledging  

  we meet as a club on Aboriginal land; 

 ii. sought to enter into partnership with international projects in   

  Thailand, 

 iii. participate in HomeHelp projects, 

 iv.  established a scholars Grant at the Canberra Institute of   

  Technology as our Centenary Project, 

 v. built on our relationships with Inner Wheel, Woden Lion’s Club   

  and other Rotary clubs, and 

 vi. co-ordinated and participated in the highly successful Driver   

  Reviver at Bredbo during the Snow season. 

 Yes, we have had some successes and some glorious failures! 

 As part of our membership of and involvement with our local 

communities, we also sought to acknowledge others who have served with 

distinction, the local communities. This year we awarded the George Paulus 

Vocational Award to the ACT Bushfire Recovery Centre, and the Bruce Drake 

Community Service Award to one of our own members, Ros Osbourne, for 

her long and outstanding service with the Girl Guide movement. 

 There is still much we need to do as a Rotary club as we seek 

to serve in and with our local and international communities. I thank all 

members of the 2003-04 Board as they have worked so hard, sometimes 

under quite difficult and demanding circumstances, to lead the club over 

the past 12 months. And on their behalf I invite you all to continue in that 

demanding, yet exciting and rewarding journey, together, as the new team 

prepares to take over the leadership of the club for our 36th year. 
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Charter Members of the Rotary Club of Canberra-Woden

   29th May 1969

ARMSTRONG V R (Vic)  Education Administration
CLEVERLY R C A (Tony)  Timber Distribution
COOPER R J (Bob)  Concrete Technical Advisory Service
DODDRELL E G (Ted)  Govt Serv Super - Funds Investments
FLAHERTY M (Max)  Garage Service
GARNSEY S K (Stuart)  Educ Secondary Govt Schools
GREENE W J (Bill)  Commercial Publishing
HAMILTON B J (Bernie)  Insurance Life
JACKSON R E (Ron)  Concrete Ready Mix Supplies
KENNEDY R D (Ron)  Insurance General
KETTLE RK (Ralph)  Dentistry - Government
LETTY W T (Trevor)  Computing and Automatn - 
     Systems Management
MALLETT D T (Tom)  Education Primary Schools
MOORE P J (Phil)  Oil Industry Administration
MORRITT R V (Ray)  Public Defence - Sea Aviation

MULLINS A T (Alan)  Motor Tyres Wholesaler
MUNNS E (Ernest)  Architecture
McAULEY J H (Jim)  Medical Practitioner
OGDEN A W (Aub)  Finance Banking - Trading
PAULUS G V (George)  Steel Distributing and Wholesaling
PHELPS I (Ian)   Auto Spare Parts - Retailing
THOMSON B G (Brian)  Drug Retailing
TUNBRIDGE N J V (John)  Asbestos Products Distribution

The Charter Presentation Meeting

   (The Charter was signed on 29th May 1969)

  

The Charter Presentation Meeting of the

Rotary Club of Canberra-Woden

    was held

     at the Deakin Inn

     in the presence of the

      District 270 Rotary International

     Roland Bigg

    on 

     Saturday , 14th June 1969

Extension Aide:     Keith Grainger

Sponsor Club:       Canberra East  (President, Alan Bennett)            

Governor’s Rep:   Alf Gillespie

Territory:                Relinquished by Rotary Club of Canberra
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The Club as at 26 May 2004
BOARD:

President: Rex Hunt (Religion: Uniting Church)

Immediate Past President: Robin Cromer (Forestry Research)

President-Elect and Club Service Director: Ray Newcombe (Medicine: Neurosurgery)

Secretary: Eric Taylor (Architecture: Private Practice)

Treasurer: Bob Harvie (Optometry)

Community Service Director: Bruce Hall (Quantity Surveyor)

International Service Director: Shukry Sahhar (Engineering: Airports)

Vocational Service Director: Ian Excell (Computer Software)

Youth Service Director: Gary Scott (Technology: Education & Consultancy)

MEMBERS: 

Keith Avent (Agricultural Research Administration)

Ajit Banerjee (Postal Service)

Pamela Best (Occupational Health and Safety)

Carlo Binutti (Building Construction: Commercial)

Val Bland (Accountancy: Government)

Piers Booth (Medical Practice: Anaesthesia)

Jacki Cauchi (Public Accountancy)

Murray Crowe ((Life Insurance)

Bob Ellison (Accountancy: Business Advice)

Neale Emanuel (Management Consultant)

Peter Evans (Defence: Academic)

Randall Falkiner (Environmental Chemistry)

Alan Ford (Public Service: Education Policy)

David Fox (Computer Auditing)

Ken Goard (Medicine: Radiology)

Jim Grainger (Dentistry: Private Practice) [absentee member]

John Gray (Environmental Design)

Wagdy Hanna (Architectural Consultancy)

Noel Hart (Construction Claims Consultant: Private Practice)

Des Henderson-Kelly (Management Services: Private Practice)

Colin Hughes (Government Services: Trade Marks)

Phil Ibbotson (Education: Tertiary)

Sanu Kainikara (Defence Analysis)

Frank Macklin (Bank: Trading)

Bish Mukerjee (Medicine: Gynaecology)

Ros Osbourne ((Education: Special)

Des Pain (Urban Development)

Frank Sheldon (Pallet Manufacturing)

Ai Lin Tan (Medicine)

John Widdup (Civil Engineering: Private Practice)

HONORARY MEMBERS:

Don Whitbread, OAM

Jon Stanhope, Chief Minister, ACT

Maeka Ohtsu, Ambassadorial Fellow



45

Honorary Members

Honorary Members are elected by the Club as persons who have exemplified 

the ideals of Rotary in their public lives.  Our Club has had the following 

Honorary Members.

1972-1978:  Sir William Hudson KBE, a distinguished engineer involved 

in many major Australian and overseas projects.  He was best known for his 

role in 1949-67 as Commissioner of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric 

Authority, leading the construction of this world-class scheme.  He took a deep 

interest in workplace safety and was a committed conservationist.  After his 

retirement, he served as Chairman of the Road Safety Council of NSW and 

President of the National Safety Council of Australia.

1978-1983:  Sir Mark Oliphant AC, KBE, an eminent physicist who held 

senior research and Professorial posts in Australia and England, including 

being ANU’s first Director of the Research School of Physical Sciences in 

1950-63.  He was President of the Australian Academy of Sciences in 1954-57.  

In 1971-76 he was Governor of South Australia.

1983-1984:  Dick Peisley, a foundation member and President of the 

Gundagai Rotary Club and subsequently a member of our Club, where he held 

directorships in the International Service and Vocational Service fields.  He 

served in the AIF during WW2. A graduate in veterinary science, he worked 

in private practice before joining the Commonwealth Department of Health, 

where he was a senior officer in the animal quarantine service.  

1985-1991:  Clarrie Hermes OAM, who was a leader of the Hughes community 

in its early years, and a keen promoter of local sport, especially for young people.  

His experiences as a Magistrate in the ACT Court led to his founding Outreach to 

provide residential care and support for young people in trouble with the law.  He 

was later Australia’s Minister (Legal) in London and Chief Magistrate of the ACT.  

He was active in the ACT Council of Social Services, Legacy, Foundation for Youth 

and the Churchill Foundation.  In 1968 he was Canberran of the Year.  In 1991 the 

ACT Government named the Hughes sports oval “Clarrie Hermes Park” in his 

memory, on the recommendation of this Club.

1992-1994:  Sir John Overall KBE, MC and Bar, who had a distinguished 

career in architecture and town planning, in both government and business 



46

fields.  He served with distinction in the AIF during WW2.  Following his 

role as Director of Architecture, Commonwealth Department of Works in 

1952-57, he led the major development of Canberra as Commissioner of the 

National Capital Development Commission and Chairman of the National 

Capital Planning Committee in 1958-72. In 1979-85 he was a member of the 

Commonwealth Parliament House Construction Authority.  He was a member 

of Canberra Legacy Club.  

1994-2001: Dick van Arkel, a former member of our Club, who had been an 

active member of the Dutch Resistance movement during WW2.  He was a 

leading and highly respected member of the Dutch community in the ACT.  He 

was actively involved with the Netherlands Ex-Servicemen’s and Women’s 

Association in Australia, and played a major role in the development of the 

Australian-Dutch Services Memorial at Russell.  He was honoured for his 

work by the Government of the Netherlands with an award of Orde van Oranje 

Nassau (the equivalent of a knighthood in British practice).

1997-2000:  Bob Scott, a former member of our Club whose vocation was in 

computer systems analysis.  Bob left the Club due to ill health, and was made 

an honorary member shortly afterwards.

1997 onwards:  Don Whitbread OAM, best known to us as the founder in 

1969 (with wife Barbara) of the Woden Valley Youth Choir, with whom we 

have worked on many occasions.  Proposed by this Club, he was a member of 

the District Group Study Exchange team to USA in 1973, and in 1984 received 

a District Award for Vocational Excellence.  He was made a Paul Harris Fellow 

by the District in 1996 in recognition of his work in fostering friendly relations 

between peoples through his work in music.  In his professional career, Don 

worked in the NCDC, the Commonwealth Public Service, and also in private 

business, organising international tours by musical groups.  He has been active 

in a range of community organisations.  He was awarded the Medal of the 

Order of Australia in 1980 and was Canberra Citizen of the Year in 1997.  

2002 onwards:  Jon Stanhope, a Member of the ACT Legislative Assembly 

since 1998 and Chief Minister since 2001.  He graduated in law at ANU, 

and before entering politics worked as a legal officer and a member of the 

Senior Executive Service in various Commonwealth Departments and with 

several Federal politicians.  He has also been active in a number of community 

organisations ranging over civil liberties, racial respect, hospice care, 

conservation, gun control, and young people’s and sporting activities.
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Paul Harris Fellows

1978 Shirley Granger (in memory of Harry Granger)
1979 Bill Greene
1980 (No nomination)
1981 George Paulus
1982 Bruce Drake
1983 Jon Cassell
1984 Brian Darke
1985 Ron Osbourne
1986 Allan Doery
1987 Phil Ibbotson
     Des Pain
1988 Keith Avent
1989 Tony Cleverly
    Roger Wilson
1990 Les Powell
1991 Helen Drake (Inner Wheel)
     John Gray 
   Arnold Osborne
1992 Frank Macklin
      Alistair Christie
1993 Des Henderson-Kelly
    Jim Grainger
1994 Carlo Binutti
    John Wright
1995 Eric Taylor
       John Kellow
1996 Don Whitbread (District 9710 award for services through music)
1997  Nola Daley
    John Lawrence
1998 Ros Osbourne
       Ken Goard 
1999 Gary Scott
 Murray Crowe
2000 Ross Howard (sponsored by John Lawrence)
 Cathy Neuhaus (Project Saul)
 Steve Neuhaus (Project Saul)                
2001 Noel Hart
 Shukri Sahhar
 Geoff Clark (RAIC) - jointly with Canberra Rotary Club
2002  Phil Ibbotson (Sapphire upgrade)
 Piers Booth
 David Fox
 Robin Cromer
 John Lawrence (triple Sapphire upgrade)
2003 Neale Emanuel
 Janet Lawrence (Sapphire upgrade)
 Jacki Cauchi
 Chris Nunn (services to youth sport) – jointly with Canberra Rotary Club
2004 Pamela Best
 Douglas McIver
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Club Address: PO Box 637, Woden ACT 2606

(http://www.rotarnet.com.au/users/9/97109)

Dinner Meetings held each Wednesday, 6.00 for 6.15pm

Embassy Motel, Hopetoun Circuit, Deakin


